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DESCRIPTORS- SADULT EDUCATION PROGRAMS, ❖PARTICIPATION, ❖UNITS 
OF STUDY (SUBJECT FIELDS), ❖GEOGRAPHIC DISTRIBUTION, 
❖EDUCATIONAL FACILITIES, PARTICIPANT CHARACTERISTICS, 
ENROLLMENT PROJECTIONS, PROPRIETARY SCHOOLS, JUNIOR COLLEGES, 
STATE UNIVERSITIES, COLLEGES, VOLUNTARY AGENCIES, COMMUNITY 
COOPERATION, INCOME, EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND, SURVEYS: 

COMMUNITY RESOURCES, FLORIDA, 

THE PURPOSES OF "NTS STUDY OF ADULT EDUCATION FACILITIES 
IN BREVARD COUNTY , FLORIDA, WHERE IKE RESIDENTS HAD AN 
UNUSUALLY HIGH EDUCATIONAL ACHIEVEMENT AND INCOME, WERE TO 
(1) DETERMINE WHO SPONSORED THE ADULT EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES 
IN THE COUNTY, C2) OBTAIN A QUANTITATIVE MEASURE OF THE 
PARTICIPATION OF ADULTS, <3'> DETERMINE WHAT KINDS OF 
ACTIVITIES WERE OFFERED BY THE DIFFERENT INSTITUTIONS, AND 
(4) NOTE TRENDS IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF FACILITIES. FORTY-NINE 
ORGANIZATIONS, AGENCIES, AND INSTITUTIONS IDENTIFIED AS 
SPONSORING ADULT EDUCATION RETURNED QUESTIONNAIRES. 

ACTIVITIES WERE SPREAD AMONG STATE UN^'ERSXTlESi PRIVATE 
COLLEGES, A JUNIOR COLLEGE, PROPRIETARY SCHOOLS, GOVERNMENTAL 
AGENCIES, YMCA’S, LIBRARIES, AND THE AMERICAN RED CROSS. 
DISTRIBUTION OF THE PROGRAMS BY SUCH CLASSIFICATIONS AS 
ACADEMIC, HOMEMAKING, AND VOCATIONAL, SHOWED THAT 
INSTITUTIONS REFLECTED SPECIAL PURPOSES. GEOGRAPHIC 
DISTRIBUTION OF FACILITIES APPEARED OUT OF BALANCE AND THERE 
WAS A HIGH INCIDENCE OF SHARING PHYSICAL FACILITIES. 
PROJECTIONS OF EXPECTED ENROLLMENTS SUGGESTED DEVELOPMENT 
NEEDS FOR THE COUNTY. COMPARISONS TO THE ST. STEVENS STUDY OF 
JOHNSTONE, REPORTED IN "VOLUNTEERS FOR LEARNING, " SUPPORTED 
THE ASSUMPTION THAT SUCH COMMUNITIES TENDED TO ENGAGE IN 
ADULT EDUCATION MORE THAN THE NATIONAL AVERAGE. (DOCUMENT 
INCLUDES TABLES) (RT) 
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CHAPTER I 



A SURVEY OF ADULT EDUCATION FACILITIES 
IN BREVARD COUNTY, FLORIDA: AN OVERVIEW 



The unusually high educational achievement, income, and the 
occupational structure among residents of Brevard County, 
Florida, suggest that participation in adult educational 
activities would tend to be higher than the national average 
According co Johns Lone, "A person who has been tc college, 
works in a white-collar occupation, and makes more than 
$7,000 a year is about six times more likely to have been 
active in adult education pursuits during the previous year 
than a person who has never been beyond grade school, works 
in a blu ,ollar occupation, and whose family income is less 



1 

than $4,000 a year." Johnstone’s profile characterizes the 
adult population in Brevard County, Florida, home of the 
Kennedy Space Center. Charles M. Gr.igg's study of the 
county's three ijargest communities in 1965 indicated that 
approximately sixty percent of the respondents in Titusville, 
Cocoa/ and Melbourne had an annual income of more than $7,000. 



2 



1 

John W. C. Johnstone and Ramon J. Rivera, Volunteers for 
Learning (Chicago: Aldine Publishing Co., 1965 ), p. 103 . 

2 

Annie Mary Hartsfield, Mary Alice Griffin and Charles M. Grigg 
(eds.) Summary Rep or t: NASA Impact on Brevard County (Talla-* 
hassee: ' Ynst i tute" for Social Research 7 Florida State Univer~ 
sity, 1966) p. 103. 
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According to business and economic Dimensions the average 

1 

income for Brevard County employees in 1963 was $8,345. The 

2 

per capita income was $3,214. Thus Brevard County's residents 

are relatively well paid and appear to meet the criteria 

established by Johnstone's study that would suggest a high 

rate cf participation in adult education activities. The 

study of educational attainment revealed that 39.4 percent 

of the male respondents had a minimum of a college degree 

3 

and 71.5 percent had completed high school. The 1960 census 

4 

revealed that 23.35 percent of the county population twenty- 

five years of age and older had been to college for one year 

5 

or more. Furthermore, 54.45 percent of the population 
twenty-five years of age and older had completed 12 years 

6 

of school and the median educational attainment was 12.1 years. 

1 

Derived by dividing labor force of 56,800, East Central 
Florida Regional Planning Council, The Regional Economy, May, 
1965, into $474,024 payroll reported by Alvin B. Biscoe, Jr., 
business and economic Dimensions , April, 1966, p. 19. 

2 

Biscoe, loc. cit ., p. 19. 

3 

Grigg, loc. cit . , p. 103. 

4 

U. S. Bureau of the Census, The Eighteenth Dicennial C ensus 
of the United Stat es: 1960. Census of the Population, I , 

part TIT p. 11-232T 

5 

U. S. Bureau of the Census, loc. cit . , p. 11-232. 

6 

Ibid. 
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Thus, the two studies by Johnstone and Grigg provide adequate 
basis for assuming that the demand for adult educational 
activities and facilities in Brevard County should be quite 
high. However, previous studies of adult education in the 
county have been limited and it appeared that a survey of 
the adult education opportunities in Brevard County would be 
desirable. 

Therefore, this study was conducted to survey the adult educa- 
tion facilities in Brevard County to, (1) determine who 
sponsors the adult education activities in the county; (2) 
obtain a quantitative measure of the participation of adults 
in educational activities in the county? (3) determine what 
kinds of adult education activities are offered by the different 
institutions; and (4) note trends in the development of 
facilities . 



Significance of the Study 

Adult education is rapidly assuming such significance in 
American culture that more illuminating information concern- 
ing the development of local facilities and personnel to 
provide) educational service to the adult population is 
equally as important as similar information concerning the 
pre-adult educational program. The point, may be success- 
fully argued that such information concerning the adult 
educational activities is of greater importance because of 
the impact of technology, changing cultural patterns, and 
the implication of these changes for adults. 
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The significance of the study as it relates to Brevard 
County, Florida, cannot be underestimated; it is the location 
of the Kennedy Space Center, and the home of an unusually 
large, highly skilled, and relatively well educated labor 
force. Thus, Brevard County residents appear to posse 
personal and social characteristics of future generations 
in addition to living under urban conditions that appear to 
be becoming more prevalent in American society and, therefore,, 
may be typical of future generations. Therefore, the educa- 
tional activities of this population may provide information 
that may suggest future trends and rates of adult participa- 
tion in educational activities. 

Information collected and compiled in the,* study may also prove 
to be of value to the officials responsible for planning and 
providing for the continuing education of adults in Brevard 
County . 

Definitions 

For the purposes of this study, an adult was identified as 
anyone over eighteen years of age who was not attending 
secondary school, or who had ctssumed adult-like responsibilities 
such as marriage and parenthood. Adult education activities 
were defined as activities where group discussion, lecture, or 
similar face-to-face activities, other than those* provided 
by religious and/or civic groups, were designed with educational 
objectives, such as assisting the client to acq\iire some type 
of knowledge, information, or skill, in mind. 





Religious institutions and business firms whose educational 
objectives were limited to providing training for their 
employees, and service and civic organizations whose purposes 
are generally more specialized were not included in the survey. 

Procedure 

Sixty-six organizations , agencies, or institutions, other than 
religious institutions and business firms with objectives 
other than the provision of educational service, were identified 
through telephone directories and referrals as potential 
purveyors of adult education., Appendix I contains a list of 
the potential respondents and a copy of the mailed questionnaire 
which requested enrollment data and other information concern- 
ing the population served by each of the potential educational 
organizations. Each institution was requested to provide 
information concerning the nature of institutional support, 
basic objectives, age range of participants, participation 
according to sex and age, program hours, types of educational 
activities, total number of participants, and trends in enroll- 
ment, plus future plans for expansion. Additional information 
was obtained from catalogues, other publications, and telephone 
conversations with institutional representatives. 

Forty- nine of the sixty- s>ix organizations identified returned 
their questionnaire indicating that they provided adult 
educational opportunities for adults. Thirteen of the identified 
organizations did not serve adults, did not offer educational 
service, or had terminated their operations and four organiza— 



